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Title  31 — Money  and  Finance:  Treasury 

CHAPTER  I— MONETARY  OFFICES, 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  TREASURY 

PART  51— FISCAL  ASSISTANCE  TO  STATE 
AND  LOCAL  GOVERNMENTS 

Public  Participation  and  Public  Hearing 
Interim  Regulations 

By  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  ap- 
i>earing  in  the  Federal  Register  for  Oc¬ 
tober  27, 1976  (41  FR  47054) ,  regulations 
were  proposed  to  amend  Subpart  B  of 
Title  31,  Code  of  Federal  Regulations,  re¬ 
garding  asstirances,  reports,  public  par¬ 
ticipation  and  public  hearings,  pursuant 
to  the  State  and  Local  Fiscal  Assistance 
Act  of  1972,  as  amended  by  the  State  and 
Local  Fisc^  Assistance  Amendments  of 
1976  (31  U.S.C.  1221,  et  seq.).  Written 
comments  were  solicited  with  respect  to 
the  proposed  regulations.  Forty-two 
commente  were  received  in  response  to 
the  solicitation  for  comments.  A  copy  of 
the  comments  are  now  on  file  at  the  Li¬ 
brary,  Fifth  Floor,  U.S.  Department  of 
the  T^asury,  15th  Street  and  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Avenue,  NW,  Washington,  D.C. 

After  consideration  of  all  revelant 
matter  contained  in  the  comments  re¬ 
garding  the  proposed  regulations,  certain 
changes  have  been  made  which  are  re¬ 
flected  in  tiiese  interim  regulations 
amending  Subpart  B  of  31  CPR  Part  51. 

Section  51.10  defines  the  terms  used  in 
this  subpart.  Other  definitions  appearing 
in  31  CFR  51.2  apply  to  terms  used  in 
Subpart  B. 

Present  §  51.10  is  renumbered  as 
§  51.11. 

Section  51.12  pi'ovides  for  the  submis¬ 
sion  of  a  use  report  to  the  Director  by 
each  recipient  government  and  for  the 
pubUc  inspection  of  such  report  at  the 
principal  ofiBce  of  the  reporting  recipient 
government  within  ten  days  after  filing 
with  the  Director.  Where  feasible,  local 
public  libraries  may  be  used  for  the  pur- 
F>ose  of  providing  additional  places  for 
availability  of  Inspection.  As  a  result  of 
comments  received  it  was  deemed  desir¬ 
able  to  change  the  date  of  filing  the  use 
report  from  that  date  contained  in  the 
proposed  regulations.  These  interim  reg¬ 
ulations  now  provide  that  the  use  report 
shall  be  filed  not  later  than  sixty  days 
following  the  close  of  the  recipient  gov¬ 
ernment’s  fiscal  year.  Provision  is  also 
made  for  the  Director  to  submit  a  copy 
of  such  reports  to  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  the  reporting  government. 

Section  51.13  provides  for  at  least  one 
public  proposed  use  hearing  at  which 
citizens  may  comment  on  the  possible 
uses  of  entitlement  fimds  before  the  gov¬ 
ernmental  authority  of  the  recipient 
government  responsible  for  presenting 
the  proposed  budget.  The  recipient  gov¬ 
ernment  is  required  to  notify  the  public 
of  the  proposed  use  hearing  at  least  10 
days  prior  to  the  date  of  the  hearing. 
Notice  shall  be  published  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  of  general  circulation  unless 
such  publication  is  impractical  and  alter¬ 
native  methods  of  publication  are  avail¬ 
able.  The  proposed  use  hearing  and 
notice  requirements  do  not  apply  to 
recipient  governments  in  which  one  gov¬ 
ernmental  authority  is  not  required  to 


present  the  budget  to  another  govern¬ 
mental  body  for  enactment.  The  pro¬ 
posed  use  hearing  and  notice  require¬ 
ments  are  waived  by  the  Director  in  their 
entirety  for  any  recipient  government 
which  receives  an  entitlement  of  less 
than  $10,000.  The  provision  in  the  pro¬ 
posed  regulations  for  waiver  imder  cer¬ 
tain  circumstances  of  the  proposed  use 
hiring  for  those  governments  receiving 
more  than  $10,000  but  less  than  $50,000 
of  entitlement  fimds  has  been  deleted 
from  these  interim  regulations  The  pro¬ 
posed  use  hearing  and  notice  require¬ 
ments  are  also  waived  for  any  recipient 
government  for  which  the  unavoidable 
expenses  associated  with  the  holding  of  a 
proposed  use  hearing  and  publication  of 
notice  exceed  five  percent  of  a  recipient 
government’s  entitlement  for  the  appli¬ 
cable  year.  The  Director  may  waive  the 
proposed  use  hearing  requirements  upon 
written  application  made  by  tiie  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  officer  if  the  Director  determines 
that  the  recipient  government  has  alter¬ 
native  procedures  consistent  with  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  these  interim  regulations 
for  adequate  opportunity  for  citizen 
participation  at  less  cost  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  than  the  procedures  required  under 
§  51.13. 

Section  51.14  provides  for  public 
participation  at  a  budget  hearing  before 
the  governmental  body  of  the  recipient 
government  responsible  for  enacting  the 
budget.  Upon  consideration  of  comments 
received,  provision  has  been  made  for 
recipient  governments  which  have  bi¬ 
cameral  legislatures.  Such  governments 
shall  hold  budget  hearings  before  the  ap¬ 
propriate  committee  in  each  house  of  the 
legislature.  Section  51.14  also  provides 
for  published  notice  of  the  time  and 
place  at  least  10  days  prior  to  the  budget 
hearing,  and  for  the  publication  of  a 
summary  of  the  entire  budget  as  enacted 
by  the  recipient  government.  The  10  day 
time  limit  may  be  modified  when  it  con¬ 
flicts  with  State  or  local  law  provided  the 
recipient  government  complies  with  the 
State  or  local  law  with  respect  to  public 
notice  applicable  to  the  expenditure  of 
its  own  revenues  but  in  no  event  shall 
the  notice  be  less  than  three  (3)  work¬ 
ing  days.  The  budget  hearing  and  public 
notice  requirements  may  be  waived  by 
the  Director  under  certain  circum¬ 
stances.  This  section  also  provides  for 
public  inspection  of  the  proposed  budget 
and  the  summary  of  the  final  budget  en¬ 
acted  by  the  recipient  government  at  the 
principal  office  of  the  recipient  govern¬ 
ment  or,  where  feasible,  local  public  li¬ 
braries  may  be  used. 

A  new  S  51.15  was  added  as  a  result  of 
comments.  The  new  §  51.15  provides  that 
the  'public  hearing  requirements  shall 
apply  to  the  amendment,  revision,  or 
modification  of  an  enacted  budget  where 
a  major  change  is  proposed.  A  major 
change  is  defined  as  any  change  in  the 
enacted  budget  which  affects  the  use  of 
10  percent  or  more  of  entitlement  fimda. 

Proposed  §  51.15  was  renumbered  as 
51.16  and  makes  provision  for  participa¬ 
tion  by  saflor  citizens  in  the  process  of 
allocating  entitlement  fimds  by  a  recipi¬ 
ent  government. 


Proposed  §  51.16  was  renumbered  as 
§  51.17  and  retains  the  provision  in 
§  51.13  of  the  current  regulations  con¬ 
cerning'  notification  of  the  news  media 
(including  minority  and  bilin^al  news 
media)  that  a  recipient  government  is 
publishing  information  pursuant  to  this 
subpart. 

A  new  §  51.18  was  added  providing  that 
State  or  local  legal  notice  publication 
requirements  are  not  applicable  to  the 
publication  requirements  under  this 
subpart. 

Section  51.14  of  the  current  regula¬ 
tions  is  renumbered  §  51.19. 

Sections  51.11-51.13  inclusive  of  the 
current  regulations  will  be  deleted. 

Any  person  who  desires  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  comment  orally  at  a  public  hear¬ 
ing  on  these  interim  regulations  should 
submit  his  request,  in  writing,  to  the 
Director,  Office  of  Revenue  Sharing,  U.S. 
Department  of  the  Treasury,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  20226.  A  public  hearing  on  these 
interim  regulations  will  be  held  on  Fri¬ 
day,  February  11,  1977,  beginning  at  10 
a.m.  in  Conference  Room  4121  at  the  U.S. 
Department  of  the  Treasury,  15th  Street 
and  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Washington, 
D.C.  Such  public  hearing  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  pursuant  to  the  following  rule : 

A  person  who  wishes  to  be  assured 
of  being  heard  shall  submit,  to  the  Di¬ 
rector,  Office  of  Revenue  Sharing,  on  or 
before  February  4, 1977,  an  outline  of  the 
topics  he  or  she  wishes  to  discuss,  and 
the  time  he  or  she  wishes  to  devote  to 
each  topic.  An  agenda  will  then  be  pre¬ 
pared  containing  the  order  of  presenta¬ 
tion  of  oral  comments  and  the  time  al¬ 
lotted  to  each  presentation.  Ordinarily, 
a  period  of  10  minutes  will  be  the  maxi¬ 
mum  time  allotted  to  each  person  for 
making  his  or  her  oral  comments.  Per¬ 
sons  making  oral  comments  should  be 
prepared  to  answer  questions  on  the 
topics  listed  in  his  or  her  outline  or  on 
the  matters  presented  in  the  oral  com¬ 
ments. 

The  foregoing  interim  regulations  are 
issued  under  the  authority  of  the  State 
and  Local  Fiscal  Assistance  Act  of  1972 
(Title  I,  Pub.  L.  92-512)  as  amended 
(Pub.  L.  94-488)  and  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  Order  No.  224,  dated  January  26, 
1973  (38  FR  3342)  and  amend  the  reg¬ 
ulations  in  Part  51  of  Subpart  B  of  Title 
31,  Code  of  Federal  Regulations,  which 
became  effective  November  18,  1975  (40 
PR  53355). 

The  foregoing  interim  regulations  will 
become  effective  January  1, 1977.  Because 
the  purpose  of  these  regulations  is  to 
provide  immediate  guidance  to  the  States 
and  units  of  local  government  in  order 
that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  and 
amendments  thereto  be  complied  with, 
it  is  hereby  found  impracticable  to  issue 
such  regulations  subject  to  the  effective 
date  limitation  of  5  U.S.C.  553(d). 

Jeanna  D.  Tully, 
Director, 

Office  of  Revenue  Sharing. 

Approved:  January  3, 1977. 

Jerry  Thomas, 

Under  Secretary. 
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Subpart  B  of  31  CFR  Part  51  is  revised 
as  follows; 

Sul^rt  B — AssurancM,  Reports,  MMic 
Participation  and  Public  Hearings 

Sec. 

51.10  Definitions. 

51.11  Beports  to  the  Secretary:  assurances. 

51.12  Use  reports. 

51.13  Proposed  use  hearing. 

51.14  Budget  hearing. 

51.15  Amendments  or  modification  to  en¬ 

acted  budget. 

51.16  Participation  by  senior  citizens. 

51.17  Notification  of  news  media. 

51.18  Legal  notice  rules  not  applicable. 

51.19  Reports  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

Authority:  State  and  Local  Fiscal  Assist¬ 
ance  Act  of  1972  (Title  I,  Pub.  L.  92-512)  as 
amended  (Pub.  L.  94-488),  Treasury  Depw^- 
ment  Order  No.  224,  dated  January  26,  1973 
(38  PR  3342). 

Subpart  B — ^Assurances,  Reports,  Public 
Participation  and  Public  Hearings 

§  51.10  Definitions. 

As  used  in  this  subpart  (except  where , 
the  context  clearly  indicates  otherwise) 
the  ft^owing  definitions  shall  apply: 

(a)  “Budget”  means  a  plan  for  the 
overall  allocation  of  the  funds,  including 
entitlement  funds,  by  a  recipient  govern¬ 
ment  to  various  purposes  during  a  speci¬ 
fied  fiscal  period.  A  recipient  government 
that  does  not  formally  adopt  or  enact 
such  a  plan,  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
adopted  or  enacted  a  budget  for  purposes 
of  this  subpart  when  it  has  adopted  or 
enacted  a  resolution,  ordinance,  or  ap¬ 
propriation  act,  or  taken  other  action 
dedicating,  setting  aside,  or  otherwise 
designating  entitlement  funds  for  a  par¬ 
ticular  purpose  or  use. 

(b)  “Enacted”  means,  in  the  budget 
context,  the  date  and  action  of  final 
adoption,  ratification,  confirmation  or 
other  action  with  respect  to  an  approved 
budget  that  makes  the  budget  the  official 
ext>enditure  authorization  of  the  recip¬ 
ient  government. 

(b)  “Entitlement  funds”  means  the 
amount  of  funds  received  under  Subtitle 
A  of  Title  I  of  the  State  and  Local  Fiscal 
Assistance  Act  of  1972  or  under  the  State 
and  Local  Fiscal  Assistance  Amendments 
of  1976  (31  U.S.C.  1221,  et  seq.). 

(d)  “Fiscal  year”  means  the  fiscal  year 
or  other  fiscal  period  on  the  basis  of 
which  the  recipient  government  operates. 

(e)  “Presented”  means,  in  the  budget 
context,  the  submission  of  the  budget  to 
the  legislative  body  or  other  governmen¬ 
tal  body  having  primary  responsibility 
for  enacting  the  budget  of  a  recipient 
government. 

(f)  “Recipient  government”  means  a 
State  government  or  unit  of  local  gov¬ 
ernment  that  receives  entitlement  funds. 

(g>  “Use  report”  means  a  report  to 
the  Director  by  each  recipient  govwn- 
ment  showing  the  amoimts  and  purposes 
for  which  entitlement  funds  have  been 
used. 

§51.11  Reports  to  the  Direetor;  us- 
suranres. 

I 

<^a>  In  general.  The  Director  may  re¬ 
quire  each  recipient  government  receiv¬ 
ing  entitlement  ftmds  to  sulxnit  such 
annual  and  Interim  reports  as  may  be 


necessary  to  provide  a  basis  for  evalua¬ 
tion  and  review  of  compliance  with,  and 
effectiveness  of,  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
and  regulations  of  this  part. 

(b)  Requisite  assurances  for  receipt  of 
entitlement  funds.  In  order  to  qualify 
for  entltl^nent  funds  for  an  entitl^^it 
period  the  chief  executive  officer  of  each 
recipient  government  shall  file  a  state¬ 
ment  of  assurances  when  requested  by 
the  Director,  on  a  form  to  be  provided, 
that  such  government  will  cwnply  with 
specified  requir^nents  of  the  Act  and 
the  pr^bitlons  and  restrictions  of  Sub- 
parts  D,  E,  and  F  of  this  part,  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  use  of  entitlmient  fimds. 
The  Dii'ectw  will  afford  the  Governor 
of  each  State  an  opportimity  fc«  review 
and  comment  to  the  Director  on  the  ade¬ 
quacy  of  the  assursmces  by  units  of  local 
government  in  his  State. 

§51.12  Use  reports. 

(a)  In  general.  Each  recipient  gov¬ 
ernment  shall  submit  a  r^x>rt  to  the 
Director  setting  forth  the  amounts  and 
purposes  for  which  entitlement  funds 
have  been  appropriated,  spent  or  obli¬ 
gated  during  its  fiscal  year.  Such  report 
shall  also  show  the  relatimishlp  of  the 
entitlement  funds  to  the  r^evant  func¬ 
tional  Items  in  the  recipient  government’s 
budget  and  shall  identify  differences  be¬ 
tween  actual  use  of  entitlement  funds 
and  the  use  of  such  funds  as  proposed 
by  the  govemmaital  authority  respon¬ 
sible  for  pres^tlng  a  budget  to  the  gov¬ 
ernmental  body  primarily  responsible  for 
enactment  of  a  budget.  Such  report  shall 
be  filed  on  the  form  prescribed  by  the 
Director  and  diall  be  submitted  to  the 
Director  not  later  than  sixty  days  fol¬ 
lowing  the  close  of  tiw  recipient  govern¬ 
ment’s  fiscal  year.  Failure  to  file  the  re¬ 
port  as  prescrfl>ed  by  the  Director  may 
jeopardize  future  entitlement  payments 
pursuant  to  S  51.3(b) . 

(b)  Public  inspection.  Within  ten  days 
after  the  use  report  required  imder  para¬ 
graph  (a)  of  this  section  Is  filed  with 
the  Director,  a  copy  of  such  report  shall 
be  made  avail^le  for  public  inspection 
during  noimal  business  hours  at  the 
principal  office  of  the  recipient  govern¬ 
ment  and,  where  feasible,  at  local  public 
libraries. 

(c)  Submission  of  reports  to  Governor. 
The  Director  will  notify  the  Governor 
of  each  State  of  the  availability  of  the 
use  reports  submitted  by  recipient  gov¬ 
ernments  within  that  State  pursuant  to 
paragraph  (a)  of  this  section.  The  Direc¬ 
tor  shall  submit  such  use  reports  to  the 
State  office  or  official  designated  by  the 
Governor  to  receive  the  use  reports,  in 
the  manner  and  form  prescribed  by  the 
Director. 

§  51.13  Proposed  use  hearing. 

(a)  In  general.  Not  less  than  seven 
calendar  days  before  the  budget  is  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  governmental  body  pri¬ 
marily  responsible  for  enacting  the  budg¬ 
et,  each  recipient  government  which  ex¬ 
pends  entitlement  funds  in  any  fiscal 
year  pursuant  to  a  budget  enact^  on  or 
after  January  1, 1977,  shall  have  at  least 
one  public  hearing.  At  such  public  hear¬ 


ing  citizens  of  the  recipient  government 
shall  have  the  (^>portunity  to  provide 
written  and  (»al  comments  on  the  pos¬ 
sible  uses  of  mtitl^ent  funds  to  the  gov¬ 
ernmental  authority  whidi  has  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  fOT  presenting  the  proposed 
budget. 

(b)  Public  notice.  ’The  public  shall  be 
notified  of  the  time,  place,  subject,  and 
the  right  to  present  oral  and  written 
comments  at  the  public  hearing  required 
by  paragraph  (a)  of  this  section  at  least 
10  days  prior  to  the  date  mi  which  such 
public  hearing  is  scheduled.  The  notice 
of  public  hearing  shall  be  published  in 
at  least  one  new’spaper  of  general  circu¬ 
lation.  Where  publication  is  impractical 
and  alternative  methods  of  public  notice 
are  available  which  are  capable  of  reach¬ 
ing  the  citizens  of  the  recipient  govern¬ 
ment,  such  alternative  methods  shall  be 
used  instead  of  newsptqier  publication. 

(c)  Proceedings  where  requirements 
'of  proposed  use  hearing  not  applicable. 
The  provisions  of  paragrsqihs  (a)  and 
(b)  of  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  any 
recipient  government  for  which  a  budg¬ 
et  is  not  presented  or  required  to  be 
presented  by  one  governmental  authority 
to  another  governmental  body  or  official 
for  enactment. 

(d)  Waiver  of  proposed  use  hearing 
and  notice  requirements.  (1)  ’Die  provi¬ 
sions  of  paragraphs  (a)  and  (b)  of  this 
section  shall  not  apply  to  any  recipient 
government  with  respect  to  any  fiscal 
year  in  which: 

(A)  The  entitlement  of  the  recipient 
government  for  such  fiscal  year  is  le&s 
than  $10,000;  or 

(B)  The  unavoidable  expenses  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  costs  of  compliance  with 
the  provisions  of  paragraphs  (a)  and 
(b)  of  this  section  would  exceed  five  per¬ 
cent  of  the  recipient  government’s  en¬ 
titlement  for  such  year.  For  purposes  of 
this  subparagraph  unavoidable  expenses 
are  those  incurred  in  holding  the  public 
hearing,  such  as  rentals,  overtime  com¬ 
pensation,  and  simflar  direct  costs  in¬ 
cluding  the  costs  of  publication  of  re¬ 
quired  notices. 

(2)  The  Director  may,  upon  written 
application  of  the  chief  executive  officer 
of  a  recipient  government,  grant  a 
waiver  of  the  requirements  of  paragraph 
(a)  of  this  section  for  one  or  more  fiscal 
years,  if  the  Director  determines  from 
the  facts  submitted  that  alternative 
means  of  public  participation  exist  which 
are  more  feasible  and  provide  to  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  recipient  government; 

(A)  An  adequate  opportunity  to  be  in¬ 
formed  regarding  the  proposed  use  of 
entitlement  funds  at  less  cost  to  their 
government  than  the  requirements  of 
paragraphs  (a)  and  (b)  of  this  section; 
and 

(B)  An  adequate  opportimity  to  pro¬ 
vide  written  and  oral  cMnments  with  re¬ 
spect  to  proposed  uses  of  such  funds  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  and  intent  of 
paragraphs  (a)  and  (b)  of  this  section. 

§51.14  Budget  hearing. 

(a)  In  general.  Each  recipient  govern¬ 
ment  which  eiq}ends  entitlement  fundi 
in  any  fiscal  year  pursuant  to  a  budget 
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enacted  on  or  after  January  1,  1977, 
shall  have  at  least  one  public  hearing 
prior  to  adoption  of  the  budget  before 
the  governmental  body,  or  the  appro¬ 
priate  committee  thereof  primarily  re¬ 
sponsible  for  enacting  the  budget,  on  how 
the  entitlement  funds  are  to  be  used. 
For  those  recipient  governments  which 
have  a  bicameral  legislature,  such  hear¬ 
ing  shall  be  held  before  the  appropriate 
committee  in  each  house  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture.  The  citizens  of  the  recipient  gov¬ 
ernment  shall  have  a  reasonable 
opi>ortunity  to  provide  written  and  oral 
comments,  and  to  ask  questions  concern¬ 
ing  the  entire  budget  and  the  relation¬ 
ship  of  entitlement  funds  to  the  entire 
budget. 

(b)  Time,  place  and  public  notice.  TTie 
budget  hearing  required  by  paragraph 
(a)  of  this  section  shall  be  held  at  a 
place  and  time,  as  determined  by  the 
recipient  government,  that  permits  and 
encourages  public  attendance  and  par¬ 
ticipation.  At  least  10  days  prior  to  siich 
budjget  hearing  a  recipient  government 
shall  publish  how  it  intends  to  use  its 
entitlement  funds  set  forth  in  its  pro¬ 
posed  budget  together  with  a  summary 
of  its  proposed  budget,  and  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  the  budget  hearing,  in 
at  least  one  newspaper  of  general  cir¬ 
culation  within  its  geographic  area. 

(c)  Public  inspection.  (1)  At  least  10 
days  prior  to  the  budget  hearing  re¬ 
quired  by  paragraph  (a)  of  this  section, 
the  recipient  government  shall  make 
available  for  public  inspection  during 
normal  business  hours,  at  the  principal 
office  of  such  government,  a  statement  of 
the  proposed  uses  of  entitlement  funds 
and  a  summary  of  its  entire  proposed 
biidget.  Where  feasible,  local  public  li¬ 
braries  may  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  additional  places  for  avail¬ 
ability  of  Inspection  of  the  statement  of 
proposed  uses. 

(2)  Within  30  days  after  adoption  of  a 
budget  as  provided  by  State  or  local 
law,  a  summary  of  the  adopted  budget 
showing  the  intended  use  of  entitlement 
funds  shall  be  made  available  for  iHiblic 
inspection  during  normal  business  hours 
at  the  principal  office  of  the  reclpl^t 
government.  Where  feasible  local  public 
libraries  may  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  additional  places  for  avail¬ 
ability^  of  inspection  of  the  budget  sum¬ 
mary. 

(d)  Modification  of  public  notice  and 
inspection  time  limitation.  Whenever 
Stsite  or  local  law  provides  for  a  specified 
time  period  within  which  a  recipient 
government  is  required  to  publish  notice 
of  a  budget  hearing  or  for  a  specified 
time  period  to  permit  public  Inspection 
of  its  proposed  budget,  and  such  specified 
time  period  differs  from  the  10-day  pro¬ 
visions  in  paragraphs  (b)  or  (c)(1)  of 
this  section  (and  is  not  less  than  three 
(3)  working  days)  the  recipient  govem- 
m^t  shall  comply  with  that  time  period 


for  publication  or  public  inspection  re¬ 
quired  by  its  State  or  local  law  govern¬ 
ing  the  expenditure  of  revenues  gen¬ 
erated  and  collected  by  such  government. 

(e)  Published  notice  of  budget  sum¬ 
mary  availability.  Public  notice  that  the 
Information  required  by  paragraph  (c) 
(2)  of  this  section  is  available  for  public 
Inspection  during  normal  business  hours 
at  the  principal  office  of  the  recipient 
government  (and,  where  feasible,  at  lo¬ 
cal  public  libraries)  shall  be  published 
in  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation 
within  the  get^aphic  area  of  the  recipi¬ 
ent  government  within  30  days  after  en¬ 
actment  of  the  budget. 

(f)  Waiver  of  budget  hearing.  (1)  The 
requirements  of  paragraph  (a)  and  the 
time  and  place  requirements  of  para¬ 
graph  (b)  of  this  section  shall  not  apply 
to  a  recipient  government  if : 

(A)  The  budget  processes  under  ap¬ 
plicable  State  or  local  law  governing  the 
expenditure  of  such  government’s  own 
revenues  include  a  public  hearing  at 
which  citizens  have  the  right  to  present 
oral  and  written  comments  and  to  ask 
questions  on  the  proposed  uses  of  funds, 
including  entitlement  funds;  and 

(B)  The  chief  executive  officer  of  a 
recipient  government  provides  the  Di¬ 
rector  with  written  assurance  that  it 
has  complied  with  such  State  or  local 
law.  The  assurance  shall  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  citation  to  the  applicable 
State  or  local  law  and  explanation  of 
how  such  law  complies  with  the  Act’s 
statutory  objectives  concerning  public 
participation  on  the  uses  of  entitle¬ 
ment  funds  as  set  forth  In  paragraphs 
(a)  and  (b)  of  this  section. 

(2)  The  Director  may,  upon  written 
application  of  the  chief  executive  officer 
of  a  recipient  government,  grant  a  waiver 
of  the  requirements  of  paragraph  (a) 
of  this  section  and  the  time  and  place 
requirements  of  paragraph  (b)  of  this 
section  if  the  Director  determines  from 
the  facts  submitted  that: 

(A)  The  recipient  government  is  not 
required  under  State  or  local  law  to  en¬ 
act  a  single  budget,  or  to  adopt  a  formal 
budget  process,  or  that  State  or  local 
law  does  not  correspond  to  the  require¬ 
ments  of  paragraph  (a)  of  this  section; 
and 

(B)  The  recipient  government  will 
provide  an  alternative  means  which  as¬ 
sures  the  public  adequate  opportunity  to 
participate  in  the  budget  process  in  a 
manner  consistent  with  paragraph  (a) 
of  this  section. 

(g)  Waiver  of  publication  require¬ 
ment.  (1)  The  requirements  of  para¬ 
graph  (b)  of  this  section  with  respect 
to  publication  of  how  the  entitlement 
funds  are  to  be  used  and  the  budget 
summaries  shall  not  apply  whenever  the 
Director  receives  a  written  assurance  by 
the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  recipient 
government  stating  that  such  publica¬ 
tion  is  impractical  or  infeasible  and  pro¬ 


viding  for  an  alternative  method  which 
informs  the  citizens  of  the  jurisdiction 
regarding  the  recipient  government’s 
uses  of  entitlement  funds. 

(2)  The  requirement  of  paragraph  (b) 
of  this  section  with  respect  to  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  a  budget  summary  shall  not 
apply  whenever  the  recipient  government 
provides  the  Director  with  an  assurance 
that  the  cost  of  publication  will  exceed 
one  percent  of  the  recipient  government’s 
entitlement  to  which  the  budget  is 
applicable. 

§  ISI.l.^  Aniondnienis  or  modifiralion  to 
eiiui'letl  budget. 

The  provisions  of  §§  51.13  and  51.14 
shall  apply  to  any  amendment,  modifica¬ 
tion  or  revision  to  an  enacted  budget  only 
when  a  major  change  is  proposed.  For 
the  purposes  of  this  section  a  major 
change  is  any  change  in  the  enacted 
budget  which  affects  the  use  of  10  per¬ 
cent  or  more  of  the  entitlement  funds 
of  the  recipient  government. 

§  51.16  Participation  by  senior  citizens. 

In  conducting  any  hearing  or  proceed¬ 
ing  required  tmder  this  subpsu^  or  under 
its  own  budget  processes,  a  recipient  gov¬ 
ernment  shall  endeavor  to  provide  senior 
citizens  and  organizations  representing 
the  interests  of  senior  citizens  with  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard  and  present  their 
views  regarding  the  allocation  of  entitle¬ 
ment  funds  prior  to  final  allocation  of 
such  funds. 

§  51.17  Notiiication  of  news  media. 

At  the  same  time  any  report,  notice  of 
hearing  or  budget  information  is  required 
to  be  published  imder  this  subpart,  each 
recipient  govenunent  shall  advise  the 
news  media,  including  minority  and  U- 
llngual  news  media,  within  its  geographic 
area  and  shall  provide  c(H>ies  of  such 
reports,  notice,  or  budget  information  to 
the  news  media  on  request. 

§  51.18  Legal  notice  rules  not  appli¬ 
cable. 

Whenever  any  sectiem  of  this  subpart 
requires  the  newspaper  publication  of  a 
report,  public  notice,  budget  summary, 
or  any  other  required  information,  the 
recipient  government  may  puUish  in  a 
newspt^jer  of  general  circulation  within 
its  geographic  area  without  regard  to 
State  or  local  statutory  requirements  for 
the  publication  of  legal  notices. 

§  51.19  Reports  to  tlie  Bureau  of  the 
Census.  - 

It  shall  be  the  obligation  of  each  re¬ 
cipient  government  to  ccnnply  promptly 
with  requests  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Cen¬ 
sus  (or  by  the  Director)  for  data  and 
information  relevant  to  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  oititlement  allocations.  Failure 
of  any  recipimt  government  to  so  comi^ 
may  place  in  jeopardy  the  prompt  receipt 
by  it  of  entitlement  funds. 
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